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How it started

The  idea to establish Forestry Research Regional 
Networks for Africa and the Asia-Pacific Regions 

was mooted at a COFO meeting in 1989.



Situation prior to establishment of 
FORNESSA

– Poor communication amongst institutions.
– Duplication of research using scarce resources

– Lack of opportunities for scientific cooperation 
and mutual learning. 

– Lack of opportunities to forge linkages with other 
regional and global networks 

– Marginalization of forest scientists in Africa in 
regional and global discourse.





Goal and Objectives

• To support and strengthen forestry research in order to 
contribute to the conservation and sustainable management 
and utilization of forest resources in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Objectives

• Support  sub regional networks in Sub-Saharan Africa in 
their capacity building efforts

• Foster regional co-operation and collaboration in 
forestry research



  
• Global Forest Information Service 

Africa Project (GFIS-Africa Project)

• Rehabilitation of degraded lands in 
 Sub-Saharan Africa 

Major Projects Implemented



The Downturn

• From 2000-2005- FORNESSA was the rallying flag 
for  research cooperation and exchange of 
information amongst researchers in Africa 

• Thereafter, FORNESSA became inactive till IUFRO-
SPDC sponsored meeting in Accra, (Accra Accord) 
in Ghana in October 2008



THE ACCRA ACCORD
(Key Decisions)

• Limit membership during the revival period to committed institutions 
‘Coalition of the Willing’ 

• Establish a coordinating secretariat and appoint a coordinator

• Focus thematic networking activities on the following:
– Forests and Climate Change
– Forests and Poverty Alleviation
– Forests Policy and Governance
– Forest Products Utilization & Trade   

• Establish an information infrastructure called FORNESSA 
Information Service (FORNIS).



FORNIS

• “An online gateway for enhancing exchange and 
dissemination of information on forests and 
trees generated by the forest science 
community in Africa”



Key Elements of FORNIS

• Topic Pages

• Domain Search (FORNIS & GFIS)

• News/Events

• Scientific Experts

• Online Library



Thematic topics

Full text documents by topic, by 
institution, by scientists



Experts

Past and on-going 
research projects

News

Events



Online Library
• Collection of publications (grey literature) produced by 

FORNESSA member institutions

• Types of publications: technical reports and guidelines; 
project results; scientific notes; policy statements etc.

• Currently, these information resources are only known by 
and accessible to a small number of scientists.

• These resources will  be scanned and uploaded to FORNIS 
in electronic format.

• All information products in FORNIS will be linked to GFIS 
through RSS feeds.



Benefits
The Internet is now the first place people look for information

• A well maintained, credible and easy to use online network 
with a depth of forestry and natural resource information will 
lead to:
– Better forest management

– Increased communication among researchers from 
different regions

– Greater dependence on science  for policy decisions
– Increased public awareness
– More and stronger partnerships 

– Increased problem solving ability, especially with complex 
issues (more resources for problems solving)



FORNIS has come to fill a big void 
in Forest Science in Tropical Africa



Thank you 
for

your attention!
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